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Namami Gange is an excellent initiative towards the cleaning of
our holy Ganga. This programme is comprehensively covering
all the environment related issues of the River and implementing
the projects efficiently towards it's remedies. This patrika has
nicely presented it's achievements and I would like to
congratulate the team for it's efforts.
Ms. Richa Upadhyay,
M.Sc. Environmental Sciences,
CSJM University, Kanpur
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New Joining in NMCG
Development Fund as well as Managing Director of Odisha Rural
Housing Development Corporation from 2013- 2017.
Before joining NMCG on 11.11.2019, he was serving as Joint
Secretary to Government of India in the Ministry of Tribal Affairs,
National Commission for Scheduled Tribes at New Delhi since
20.03.2017.
Mr. Ratho has taken up a number of pioneering works including the
launch of Forest Development Agencies under National Afforestation
Programme and Green India Mission in the Ministry of Environment &
Forests. During his tenure in the Sports Ministry, he steered the setting
up of world class sports infrastructure facilities in the country for
Beijing Olympic-2008 as well as for the New Delhi Commonwealth
Games 2010. In Odisha, during State Mission Director, the City of
Bhubaneswar stood first in the country in Smart City Challenge 2016.
He has widely travelled to countries in Europe, USA, China, Japan,
Australia, New Zealand, South Asia, Middle East and Cuba among
others. He has co-authored a book “Agro Forestry Manual for Asia
Pacific Region” published by UNCCD Secretariat, Bonn.

After graduating in civil engineering, Shri
Sisir Kumar Ratho joined Indian Forest
Service in 1987 and was allotted Odisha
Cadre. During a career of 32 years, he held
various senior positions in the Odisha
Government as well as in Government of
India. He worked as Divisional Forest
Officer at Bolangir, Karanjia and Rayagada
Forest Division before moving to New Delhi
in 2002 as Assistant Inspector General of
Sisir Kumar Ratho Forests in the Ministry of Environment and
Forests. In 2005, he joined as Director in the
DDG, NMCG
Ministry of Youth Affairs & Sports and later
on moved as Private Secretary to Union Sports Minister until July 2009.
On repatriation to Cadre, he served as Additional Resident
Commissioner of Government of Odisha at New Delhi till October 2012.
He returned to Bhubaneswar in 2012 and was posted as Special
Secretary to Government of Odisha in the Housing & Urban
Development Department and Mission Director, Smart City Mission.
He also held additional charge of CEO of Odisha Urban Infrastructure

Email: ddg@nmcg.nic.in

Editorial Board
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG
Editor in Chief
Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG
Editor in Chief
Rozy Agarwal, Executive Director (Finance)
Rozy Agarwal, Executive Director (Finance)
Senior Editor
Senior Editor
Binod Kumar, Director (Projects)
Binod Kumar, Director (Projects)
Associate Editor
Associate Editor

WingEditorial
Commander
Paramvir Singh
Board
Public Outreach Coordinator
Wing Commander Paramvir Singh
Sanjam Chima
Public Outreach Coordinator
Media Coordinator
Sanjam Chima
Pratima Marwah & Peeyush Gupta
Media Coordinator
Design and Development Coordinators
Pratima Marwah & Peeyush Gupta
Sunil Kumar
Design and Development Coordinators
Design and Development Support
Sunil Kumar
Design and Development Support

2

Athrava Raj
Compilation and Coordination
Athrava Raj
Melvin Lakra
Compilation and Coordination
Project Coordination
Melvin Lakra
Kritika Madan
Project Coordination
Creatives Compilation
Kritika Madan
Social Media Team
Creatives Compilation
Social Media Team

From the Chief Editor’s desk...

Magazine

Hon'ble Prime Minister while acknowledging the efforts being made under
'Namami Gange' for cleaning of the holy river emphasized upon
'Ganga–Centric' approach to be adopted in all departments of the Central
Government and by the riparian states of River Ganga. The Hon'ble Prime
Minister while reviewing the progress of projects called upon a holistic
thinking process leading to 'Arth Ganga' which aims at developing a model of
enhancing economic activities along Ganga. The Hon'ble Prime Minister
gave a new direction to 'Namami Gange' programme emphasizing the need
for synergizing the efforts of various Central Government Ministries and
Departments towards evolving a more intensive model for sustainable river
development programme. The Honorable Prime Minister asked all the
Central Ministers present in the meeting to come up with innovative action
plan for supporting the River Ganga rejuvenation mission. The guidance of
the Honorable Prime Minister would surely bring in new energy in the journey
towards an 'Aviral' and 'Nirmal' Ganga.
As we enter the New year, the balance sheet of National Mission for Clean
Ganga looks pretty healthy with large number of projects of diverse nature
being grounded and at various stages of implementation. Our assets and
goodwill are on the rise as we engage with multiple stakeholders and even
the general public to join them in the Ganga cleaning exercise. The efforts
being made by the Mission for wholesome rejuvenation are gaining
acceptance at various levels and a word of positivity is going around, which
is evident in the way general public is coming out in support at various public
outreach programs being conducted by the Mission across the Ganga belt.
At least, the Mission, in the past year or say with its relentless drive has
brought Ganga and its cleanliness at the center of public dialogue and to the
attention of one and all.

Dear Patrons,
As we bring in the New Year 2020, I on behalf of National Mission for
Clean Ganga convey our best wishes to all our Patrons for a happy,
prosperous and successful New Year 2020.
As I pen down the first editorial of the New Year, I reflect upon the year gone by
and the achievements we posted in the year 2019. The year gone by, in many
ways, was a very eventful year and it would not be also out of place to say
that it was a watershed year in the journey of cleaning the holiest River Ganga
and its tributaries. I am happy to appraise you on the overall projects status of
NMCG which has till date sanctioned 310 projects of various types and
nature involving a cost of `28910 crores aimed at wholesome rejuvenation,
protection and management of River Ganga and the entire basin.

We at the Mission are also aware of the enormous challenges facing us in the
year ahead and we are all geared up to meet up with these challenges. We
continue to engage more closely and intensely with our partners and
executing agencies hand holding them wherever so required and
continuously monitoring the progress of projects at the ground level. We are
alert to various bottlenecks which come by the way and do not hesitate to
intervene in the interest of the projects in case they get stuck up for various
reasons. We also keep a close watch on the happenings at the ground by
sending our teams to field locations to gather first hand and independent
report on the progress of projects. It's a matter of satisfaction for us that state
agencies and various other partner organizations are realizing the
importance of Ganga rejuvenation projects and are making all efforts
required to operationalize the projects. Yes, we do face some problems here
and there from the implementing agencies but most of them are resolved by
addressing the issues holistically. I would like to assure our patrons that we
at the Mission are leaving no stone un-turned in the exercise of cleaning and
rejuvenating the holiest river of the country, which is sacred to millions of
Indians within and outside the country.

The year 2019, as I said, was a watershed year for NMCG specially as there
were many firsts taken up by us in the year gone by. The year began with
Kumbh Mela-2019 at Prayagraj where NMCG not only actively contributed in
the grand success of the largest congregation of people on earth with more
than 200 million devotees visiting the Mela over the 45 days but also made its
presence felt by putting up a vibrant Exhibition, which became a center of
attraction for lakhs of visitors from various walks of life. For the first time ever,
NMCG ventured into reaching out to the general public through the medium of
sports and organized 'The Great Ganga Run' in September 2019 when
thousands of people joined us in New Delhi with the aim of pledging support
for conservation of water and for keeping rivers clean. In an another first,
National Mission for Clean Ganga took up a massive River Rafting Program
'Ganga Amantraan' stretching from Devprayag down to Ganga Sagar
connecting with lakhs of people across banks of Ganga in 34 days through
adventure sports activities enlisting their support in Ganga cleaning exercise.
We at NMCG were also honored to have amongst us, for the first time ever
foreign dignitaries -Their Majesties King of Sweden, Carl XVI Gustaf & Queen
Silvia of Sweden in December at the inauguration of 14MLD Sarai Treatment
Plant at Haridwar, the first ever project to be completed and commissioned
under the Hybrid Annuity Model based Public Private Partnership project.
Apart from these major public outreach programs, NMCG continued to
participate in various forums, symposiums and workshops engaging with
multiple stakeholders and entities conveying our efforts towards
rejuvenation of River Ganga and also sensitizing one and all on the need to
keep Ganga central to major environmental pollution abatement programs
both in Urban and rural areas.

I would like to end this dialogue with a fervent appeal to one and all to join us
in this most pious mission of cleaning this great river Ganga and its
numerous tributaries. I also request each one of us to keep our rivers clean
and pure and do whatever we can to keep our surroundings and the
environment healthy and safe for us and for our future generations.
I present before you the first edition of the 'Namami Gange' magazine of the
new year covering project status and reports on variety of events. I look
forward to your valuable suggestions and inputs for improving upon this
effort.
Jai Hind.
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By the close of the year, a big push has been given to the Ganga rejuvenation
efforts when the Honorable Prime Minister, chaired the first meeting of the
'National Ganga Council' at Kanpur along the banks of River Ganga. The
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PROJECTS STATUS UNDER NAMAMI GANGE
No. of
Projects

Sanctioned
Cost
(INR Cr.)

Expenditure
(INR Cr.)

Sewerage Infrastructure/
Modular STPs

153

23833.44

5658.51

Ghats and Crematoria

70

1012.07

685.45

Ghat Cleaning

3

43.87

16.75

River Front Development

1

336.73

288.70

River Surface Cleaning

1

33.53

12.38

Industrial Pollution
Abatement

12

964.59

62.56

Institutional Development

8

200.44

23.40

Biodiversity Conservation

8

150.54

31.69

Afforestation

21

306.31

158.49

Bioremediation

15

242.92

0.00

Rural Sanitation

1

1421.26

1020.44

Composite Ecological Task
Force & Ganga Mitra

4

198.50

50.53

Project Implementation
Support/ Public
Participation

13

165.39

90.22

310

28910

8099

Sector

TOTAL
4

NATIONAL MISSION FOR CLEAN GANGA
NEW PROJECTS FOR GANGA REJUVENATION
The Executive Committee of National Mission for Clean Ganga

Highlights of New Projects taken up by NMCG

New Projects Sanctioned by NMCG from

(NMCG) headed by Director General, NMCG and comprising of

Ÿ

representatives from Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Environment
Forest and Climate Change, Niti Ayog and from riparian states and S.No
others is an empowered body with Financial powers to sanction
projects worth upto `1000 cores. The Executive Committee came

2

Rejuvenation
of dying
springsand
in Tokoli
Gad catchment
springs, ground
truthing
delineation
of their spring sheds
of Tehri Garhwal District using Geo-chemical &
1.36 Crore
using drone LiDAR
techniques.
Geo-physical
techniques.

3

Ÿ

Sewage Treatment Infrastructure, Industrial Pollution
abatement projects, Ghat and crematoria development

physical techniques'
has
been
to be implemented by
Interception
and Diversion
(I&D)
andsanctioned
Sewage Treatment
27.00 Crore
Plant
for Barahiya
Bihar cost of `1.35 crores. The objective of
IIT Roorkee
at anTown,
estimated

5

Interception and Diversion (I&D) and Sewage Treatment
25.77 Crore
drying/dried
up springs
using stable and unstable isotopes,
hydro
Plant
for Kahalgaon
Town, Bihar

6

Revised cost estimate for the Buxar Sewerage Network
164.23 Crore
and
STP scheme,
Bihar
A project
has been
sanctioned for Census Survey of water bodies

the project is to identify the charge zone and flow path of

Mapping of Ganga Basin, Cultural Mapping of Ganga and its
heritage among other projects. The Executive Committee of
NMCG has emerged as a major force behind rejuvenation

geochemical, geological and other ERT techniques.

Ÿ

in Ganga basin
to and
be conducted
by Quality Council
of India at a cost
Community
Toilets
Urinals for Cleanliness
and
Crore
Sanitation
in
Magh
Mela
2020
at
Prayagraj
in
of `2.77 crores with the purpose of 100 % mapping of5.84
all the
water
Uttar Pradesh

efforts of Ganga and its tributaries and its projects are bringing
about measurable improvement in quality of river waters as also

7

8

bodies inof31
Ganga
districts
of five riparian states.
Payment
O&M
charges
for the(3189
periodvillages)
prior to the
9.17Category
Crore
announcement
effective
date for
Prayagraj
STP Coding,
This project ofwill
include
Geo
mapping,
Project under HAM
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Census Survey of Water Bodies in Ganga Basin by
building and ground data on the number of water bodies
in the
2.77 Crore
Quality Council of India

the maintenance and up keep of banks along River Ganga.
During the period October to December, 2019, the

Executive

description, Current Status of water bodies leading to capacity

Committee held three meetings on 31st October,2019, 8th
November, 2019 and 27th December, 2019 where in a number of

Pilot
project
on spring
Tehri
Garhwal
Another
project
for rejuvenation
rejuvenationin of
dying
springs in Tokoli Gad
District of Uttarakhand by CGWB in collaboration with
1.00 Crore
Catchment
of Tehri
Garhwal
DistrictUttarakhand
using 'Geo-chemical and GeoSurvey
of India
& State
nodal agency,

4

projects, Public Outreach programmes, Rejuvenation of Water
bodies, Springs and others, Conservation of Wetlands,

Description

Cost of(`)India
partnership with Central Ground Water Board and Survey

Up-gradation
of 4.5 MLD
Common
Effluent
Treatment
with an estimated
cost
of `8.5
Crores.
The project aims at
Plant located at Banthar Leather Technology Park,
108.93 Crore
systemic
mapping
of Tehri Garhwal district for inventorising
Banthar,
Unnao,
Uttar Pradesh.

years has held 26 sittings where in 206 number of projects
(both new and revised) have been sanctioned primarily of

Uttarakhand has been sanctioned which will be implemented
Estimated in

1

into being with effect from 7th October, 2016, the date of
notification of the Authority order and during last more than 2

OctoberDecember in2019
A Project for
Spring Rejuvenation
Tehri Garhwal District of

region.

projects have been sanctioned for variety of subjects including

Renovation of Har Ki Pauri Haridwar, Uttarakhand

34.00 Crore
A project
renovation
of 'Har
Pauri' at Haridwar
Sewerage Infrastructure projects, Wetlands Conservation, 10 Ÿ under
CSR for
Support
from Indian
Oil Ki
Corporation
Limited in Uttarakhand
amounting to `34Crores has been approved as part of CSR
providing maintenance at Ghats, assistance during Magh Mela at

Pyagraj and other projects.

11

Development of Chechar Ghat, Vaishali Dist. Bihar

5.00 Crore

initiative to be sponsored by Indian Oil Corporation Limited(IOCL).

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra DG, NMCG chairing the 26th Executive Committee meeting on 27th December, 2019
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A River Rafting Expedition aimed at creating awareness about river
This was the first-ever effort by National Mission for Clean Ganga to from the front and was part of the expedition from Devprayag to
raft across the entire stretch of the river, and also the longest ever Rishikesh and Sahibganj to Farraka.
social campaign being undertaken through an adventure sporting In order to create an effective and efficient public outreach program,
activity to spread the message of river rejuvenation and water the campaign was designed in a way where it successfully connected
conservation on a massive scale. The expedition also drew attention audiences at two strategic levels i.e. District Administration in charge
to the ecological challenges being faced by Ganga.
of carrying out activities as mandated under the Namami Gange
The expedition encompassed the five Ganga basin states, i.e. Program and Local MPs, MLAs, Influencers, Social Workers as well
Uttarakhand, Uttar Pradesh, Jharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal, with as NGOs to take the message of the campaign directly to the public in
stops at 34 locations including Rishikesh, Haridwar, Kanpur, a very coherent and effective way. District Magistrates who are exofficio chairman of the District Ganga Committees, led the way in
Allahabad, Varanasi, Patna, Sonepur and Kolkata.
A ten-member team of swimmers and rafters of which nine rafters respective districts.
The Ganga Aamantran Abhiyan carried out various
from the three Services of the Indian Armed Forces, &
awareness exercises along the expedition such as:one accomplished adventurer, led by acclaimed
international open-water swimmer Wing Commander
•Bal Ganga Mela, painting and slogan competition on
Paramvir Singh was launched in New Delhi by the
the theme of water conservation and Ganga
Hon’ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh
rejuvenation.
Shekhawat on 7th October 2019. This ten-member
•Interaction with schools, colleges & universities.
team was joined by 3 members from NDRF, and 2
•Educating students/youth on water footprint, wetlands
members each from WII and CSIR-IITR.
and
biodiversity conservation.
The team, during the expedition, took up public
•‘Test the water’ campaign by IITR water testing kits.
awareness campaigns on the various locations at
which they stopped. They organised mass cleaning
•Celebrating festivals during the expedition.
drives, interacted with students of the village/city and
•Ecological challenges being faced by Ganga.
spread the message of river conservation. These public
•Plantation drive.
participation programmes were possible because of
the massive support and active organisation of the
•Motivate people for using toilets instead of open
Ganga Vichar Manch and the District Administrations of
defecation.
all the locations the expedition went through. They
•Reduce usage of chemical fertilizers and pesticides
ensured massive public participation by bringing
MORE THEN
•Promotion of water-efficient crops.
together the residents and officials for raising
• Awareness drive against using single-use plastic
awareness and conducting various activities for
PEOPLE DIRECTLY
engagement of the public.
•Promoting
the concept of 3Rs i.e. Reduce, Recycle
CONNECTED
and Reuse.
Further, the Ganga Praharis formed an active part of the
expedition by ensuring that they contributed towards all
•Exclusive tie-up with Rotary International for public
the activities encouraging public participation, from
outreach within community and schools.
plantation drives to leading cleaning drives. Apart from
•Public outreach by WII, IITR, GIZ, Ganga Praharis, IAF,
the awareness campaign, the team from CSIR–Indian
Army, Ganga Vichar Manch, Sparsh Ganga, Being
Institute of Toxicology Research also collected water
Bhagirath, Ganga Samiti and other organization during
samples from across the diverse ranges of the river and explained the
the expedition.
purpose and process of water testing, while members of the Wildlife
Institute of India undertook study of the status of flora and fauna, which The expedition was aimed to reach millions of people on the Ganga
Basin and is the largest social outreach through an adventure
would also aid in annual census.
sporting event ever.
The Hon'ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat led

34

DAYS

5

STATES

1,00,000

Devprayag - - The Starting Point

Haridwar

Garhmukteshwar

The Journey in Pics
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rejuvenation and water conservation from Devprayag to Gangasagar
GANGA AMANTRAN
The Starting Point

Wing
Commander
Paramvir
Singh

Squadron
Leader
Dipti B
Koshthi

Miss
Suhasini
Shekhawat

Sergeant
Johny Vj

Corporal
Vicky Tokas

Po Bikesh
Kumar

Havildar
Rajesh
Kumar

Havildar
Devendra
Singh

Sergeant
Srihari
Sarripilli

Corporal
Amrendra
Vats

WII
Wildlife
Institute
of India

NDRF
National
Disaster
Response
Force

Indian
Institute of
Toxicology
Research
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EXPEDITION: 2019 - THE JOURNEY
10th October to 12th November, 2019

The Team Structure
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To Educate and
Cultivate Public

Make a Lasting
Mark on Culture
and Lifestyle

Motivate People
for using Toilets
Instead of Open
Defecation

Promotion of the
Concept of 3 Rs
i.e. Reduce, Recycle
and Reuse

Interact with
Schools, Colleges
& Universities

Awareness
Drive Against
using Singleuse Plastic

Census of
Flora & Fauna

The Culmination Point
Afforestation

Varanasi

Kolkata

Promotion of
Water Efficient
Crops

Water Testing

Chandan Nagar

Farakka

Bakkhali Sea Beach - The Culmination Point

The Journey in Pics
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4TH Novemb
Organized by NM
Ganga Utsav - Spreading awareness about river cleaning
National Mission for Clean Ganga in coordination with the Ministry of Jal Shakti organized ‘Ganga Utsav’ on 4th November 2019 at Major Dhyan
Chand National Stadium to mark the 11th anniversary of Ganga being declared as the National River. The event was aimed to create awareness and
gather public participation in the efforts to clean river Ganga and its tributaries and to strengthen public connect and awareness in protecting our
rivers.
These celebrations were not only held in Delhi but also at different places across the Ganga basin. NMCG’s focus in such celebrations remains on
youth, students and children as they play a very important role in behavioral change and also have the potential to improve our rivers and
environment in future. The Ganga Utsav was an occasion to further strengthen NMCG’s bonds with partner institutions through display of their
activities and innovative approach to reach out to people.
The main event was held at New Delhi at NMCG Hqrs which was inaugurated by Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble Minister, Jal Shakti to
commemorate the declaration of Ganga as the ‘National River’. The celebration is also a tribute to the vital role river Ganga, Yamuna and other
tributaries play in our lives. This was organized in association with GIZ under Indo-German Development Cooperation.
The myriad facets of this mystic river were reflected in the diverse interactive activities. Cultural performances by renowned dancer Padma
Bhushan Saroja Vaidyanathan, Shadow artist Vivek Patil and Children from Heritage School Vasant Kunj were held in the Ganga Utsav. The Ganga
Quiz, Puzzles, Ganga Dialogues, Screening of Movies on Ganga, Rhine and Danube, Collaborative Painting by renowned artist Manav Gupta and
various other activities were taken up in the Utsav. The Storytelling Baithak held its audience enthralled with the captivating musical folklore tales
associated with the river Ganga. Students from various schools/colleges of the Delhi NCR region participated in the Ganga Quiz with great
enthusiasm. The stall of Wildlife Institute of India displayed a wide range of interactive activities in creating awareness of biodiversity of river
Ganga. Different engaging and interactive activity stations were setup like Snakes and Ladders, Water Testing, Waste Segregation, Creative corner,
Ganga Cruise, Photo Corner, Environmental Themed Face Tattoos and more such activities created a lot of excitement amongst the children and
visitors.
A large number of students participated in the event and gathered information and understanding on river Ganga and water conservation through a
medium of interesting play way activities. The key stakeholders of NMCG including Wildlife Institute of India, Centre for Environment and
Education, INTACH, NEERI, WWF, Nehru Yuva Kendra Sangathan, Tree Craze, Sasahkt Foundation, GIZ, Rotary International etc. partnered and
participated actively in the event. Resident Welfare Associations (RWA) representatives in large number also participated enthusiastically in
Ganga Utsav.
Speaking on the occasion of Ganga Utsav, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble Minister, Jal Shakti requested everyone to visit nearby rivers,
water bodies, enjoy the beauty and also try to contribute to keep them clean and healthy by active participation and also by improving awareness of
people. The Hon’ble Minister said, “ I wish the celebration all success and request all my young friends to enjoy and learn during the day and carry
forward the message, the ideas and the values as our ambassadors and act as Ganga Praharis to help us rejuvenate our rivers to their pristine glory,
improve our ecology and contribute towards this noble national goal.” Shri Rattan Lal Kataria, Hon'ble Minister of State, Jal Shakti said, “We are
giving a lot of importance to the role of people in cleaning Ganga. Today’s event is step forward in that direction. We want all of you to be Ganga
Sewaks and spread this message in the community .”
Celebrity actor Shri Rajeev Khandelwal also participated in the Ganga Utsav. Talking about anchoring the travelogue series ‘Rag Rag Mein Ganga’ in
which he has traveled from Gomukh to Ganga Sagar, Shri Khandelwal said, "it was a life enriching experience and that the Ganga is truly a life giving
river."

Glimpses from the vibrant and colorful pageant- The Ganga Utsav 2019
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CG and
Highlights of Ganga Utsav, 2019
Ganga Quiz/ Ganga Quest
A multi level Ganga Quest was held in 3 rounds in the afternoon session of the Ganga Utsav which was participated by
children from a numbers of schools. The Quiz which was conducted by Shri Shashank Malik and focused on various
aspects, facts and figures and interventions taken up for Ganga. Children from various schools enthusiastically
participated in this Ganga Quiz showcasing their knowledge of Ganga and absorbing various facts and figures and
unknown details about efforts being taken for rejuvenation of river Ganga.

Games and Activities
Various interactive games and activities were conducted during the Ganga Utsav and interesting stations were setup to engage
children and visitors. A waste water segregation station was setup on the need and significance of segregation of waste at the
household level outside. The visitors were explained about the compostable waste, recyclable waste and non-recycle waste.
Another water quality test station was also setup with three water quality test kits through which the children were educated
about the importance of water quality testing and tests like pH, TDS, Salinity, Turbidity and Dissolved Oxygen.

Snakes and ladders Games
A Snakes and ladders game was setup with wooden dices, sets of snakes and ladders where children were allowed to take
a decision whether it would encounter a snake or a ladder depending upon the question asked from them.
Creative corner was also setup at the Utsav ground where children and visitors were allowed to paint, write poems, stories
or even slogans on various ideas.

Ganga Cruise – Ganga puzzle
This station had a map of Ganga basin in the form of puzzle pieces and the children were allowed to work in teams of 4 or 5
to put the puzzle together to form Ganga basin. After having put the puzzle correctly, this became good learning for the
children to know about Ganga basin, important tributaries and cities along banks of Ganga.

Handprints area
A large white canvas was set up wherein children, visitors, adults – could put their hand prints and use pens to write
message showing solidarity for keeping the river Ganga clean and healthy. A photo corner with nice backgrounds showing
Ganga theme was also set up which become a good selfie point for the kids and visitors.
Exhibition area was also setup in the Ganga Utsav ground showcasing the interventions and activities of Namami Gange
and also various types of activities, projects and interventions taken up by partner organizations like WII, CIFRI, WWF,
WAPCOS, Tree Craze foundation, GIZ and others.

Nukadd Natak
Vibrant and forceful ‘Nukkad Natak’ was also performed during the Utsav on themes relating to protection of Ganga.
Simultaneously, these Nukadd Natak were also held on 4th November, 2019 at various important places in Central Delhi to
engage with general public.
Various dance and music programmes were held during Ganga Utsav through out the day by various artists of repute. The
key highlight of these performances was a rap song by Mr. Aman Gupta, a young artist.
A movie theatre was also setup in the Ganga Utsav premises showcasing various movies and videos created by NMCG on
Ganga and ‘Namami Gange’ programmes. This movie theatre also displayed movies on various big rivers like Rhine etc.

Glimpses from the vibrant and colorful pageant- The Ganga Utsav 2019
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VISIT OF THEIR MAJESTIES OF

Their Majesties King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia of Sweden
visited Uttarakhand on 5th December, 2019 as part of visit of Their
Majesties of Sweden to India from 1st to 6th December, 2019. His
Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden had visited the Namami
Gange pavilion at World Water Week at Stockholm in August, 2019
and had shown keen interest in river Ganga and efforts being made
by the Government of India for rejuvenation of river Ganga and its
tributaries. The visit to Uttarakhand on 5th December, 2019 by Their
Majesties of Sweden was a corollary to the Namami Gange exhibition
at Stockholm.
Their Majesties of Sweden started their visit to Uttarakhand in
Rishikesh where they visited the banks of Ganga and spent time
with Ganga in one of the holiest cities, Rishikesh. Thereafter, their
Majesties visited Haridwar particularly, the site of 14 MLD
Sewerage Treatment Plant at Sarai. The Sarai 14 MLD Treatment
Plant is first ever STP to be completed under the Hybrid Annuity
mode (HAM) based Public Private Partnership Model, which has
come up at Haridwar and has been completed much before the
scheduled date of completion (for details of the project see box).
The Sarai 14 MLD Sewerage Treatment Plant was inaugurated and
dedicated to the nation by Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble
Minister, Jal Shakti, Government of India along with Shri Trivendra
Singh Rawat, Hon’ble Chief Minister, Uttarakhand on 5th
December, 2019 at the Sarai site in the most esteemed presence of

Their Majesties, King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia of Sweden.
The Plant which is fully operational, takes Sewage from the main
town of Haridwar, and the treated water is fed into irrigation canal for
reuse for irrigation purposes.
With the commissioning of this plant, the total Sewage treatment
capacity in Haridwar has gone up to 77 MLD and with the further
completion of 68 MLD Sewerage Treatment Plant at Jagjitpur, all
sewage being generated in Haridwar will be tapped for treatment.
During the visit, Their Majesties of Sweden visited the plant site and
were shown the entire functioning and operation of the plant in
great detail and were briefed on the important features of the
project on site. Earlier, Their Majesties were taken through an
exhibition on Namami Gange projects where they spent time in
understanding the interventions taken up for Ganga rejuvenation.
Their Majesties were also briefed on model of Sarai STP and its
functioning.
His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf of Sweden appreciated the efforts
being made for Ganga rejuvenation and was highly impressed with
the Sewerage Treatment Plant which has come up at Sarai and was
happy to be at the site for its inauguration. Their Majesties also
congratulated team NMCG for the efforts being made for Ganga
rejuvenation and particularly for completion of the Project before
scheduled time.

Inauguration of the 14 MLD Sarai STP by Hon'ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon'ble CM Uttarakhand,
Shri Trivendra Singh Rawat and Their Majesties, King Carl XVI Gustaf and Queen Silvia of Sweden
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Their Majesties the King & Queen
of Sweden taking tour of the Sarai STP

His Majesty King Carl XVI Gustaf
addressing the audience
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Their Majesties the King & Queen of
Sweden going through the exhibition

Highlights of 14 MLD Sarai STP

Appreciation Letter from the Royal Palace of Sweden

Project Description
Design, Build, Finance, Operate &amp; Transfer of Sewage
Treatment Plant (STP) of 14 MLD at Sarai, Haridwar with
Operation & Maintenance period of 15 years under the
Hybrid Annuity PPP \ Model in Haridwar Town of Dist.
Haridwar. State of Uttarakhand, India under the Namami
Gange Programme.

Location at
Sarai, Haridwar (Uttarakhand)

Capacity of Treating
14 MLD (Million Liters per day)

Area Coverage of STP
1.47 Acre

Start off Date
19th February, 2018

Built at a cost of
`4140.00 Lacs
Sequential Batch Reactor Process (SBR) Technology

Built by
HNB Engineers Pvt. Ltd. (PUNE)

Technical Features
Plant is based on advanced technology – Sequential
Batch Reactor (S.B.R.). Treatment requires no
chemicals, fully biological and ecofriendly process.
Consistent outlet characteristics, does not much depend
on inlet quality.
I) Primary Treatment Units, ii)Secondary Treatment Units
iii) Disinfection Arrangement, iv) Sludge Dewatering
(Solid liquid separation) Units.
14.5 Hrs. (SBR Basins)
Inlet Parameters:
BODs ; 230 mg/l. COD : 450 mg/l, TSS: 400 mg/l,
45 mg/l, Phosphorus: 7mg/l.
Outlet Parameters:
BOD < 10 mg/L, COD < 50 mg/L, TSS < 10 mg/L,
Nitrogen < 5 mg/L. Total Phosphorus < 2 mg/L.
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NAME
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various range states. For creating awareness and involvement of
local communities in conservation effort, Interpretation centres are
being created and cadres of trained Ganga Praharies (Volunteers)
have been developed to conduct public outreach programs on
wildlife conservation.

Ganges River Dolphin (Platanista gangetica), is one of the most
charismatic mega-fauna of the Indian subcontinent. The total
population is estimated to be between 2500 and 3000 individuals in
its entire distribution range, out of which more than 80% is within
Indian Territory in the Ganga River and its tributaries.
This species has been included in Schedule I of the Indian Wildlife
(Protection) Act 1972, in Appendix I of the Convention on
International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES), in Appendix II of
the Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) and categorised as
Endangered on the International Union for the Conservation of
Nature's (IUCN) Red List.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister declared the Ganges River dolphin as the
National Aquatic Animal in the First Meeting of the National Ganga
River Basin Authority (NGRBA) on the 5th of October 2009. The
Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF) subsequently notified
the Ganges River dolphin as the National Aquatic Animal and a
Conservation Action Plan for the species was developed. This plan
recommends a number of specific conservation actions, including
some related directly to management.
Looking at the importance of the species conservation as
mentioned above, NMCG funded a project to Wildlife Institute of
India (WII), Dehradun during the year 2016 considering the
conservation action suggested in the Action Plan for the Ganges
River dolphin.
Under this project, WII is regularly monitoring the Ganga River
stretch to understand the population status and distribution range of
the dolphins, also created the rescue and rehabilitation centres in

NMCG in collaboration with WWF-India and WII celebrated the
Dolphin Day in Delhi on 5th October 2019. This was a day long
programme on Consultation on developing a charter on doubling the
population of Ganges River Dolphin by 2030, at WWF-India
auditorium where around 100 scientists, experts, researchers and
Ganga Praharis working in the field of dolphin conservation
participated.
During the occasion, WII released a report 'Conserving Ganga
Dolphin - Smart Strategy Implementation and adaptive management
for the Ganga River'. The document updates in detail the current
status of Gangetic dolphin and suggested priority areas for focused
and improved conservation actions.
Speaking on the occasion, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG
emphasized on the need to understand the contribution of Dolphins
in eflow of river Ganga & particularly the youth and the children need
to realize the importance of Dolphins in the entire river ecosystem.
Shri Siddhanta Das, IFS, DG Forest elaborated on importance of
conserving endangered species and drew a parallel with tiger
conservation and said that similarly, dolphin conservation would be
an indicator of the improved health of the Ganga.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG-NMCG, addressing the audience on
Ganga River Dolphin Day, 2019

Release of Dolphin Publications and identification cards
of tortoises and fresh water turtles of India

The participants of the event on the Ganga River
Dolphin Day, 2019

Nukkad Natak on dolphin conservation by
Sambav Natya Manch, Dehradun

THE DOLPHIN DAY EVENT
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Exchanging Indian, European and International Experiences
21-22 October 2019, Delhi, India
Rivers under Pressure
To satisfy the growing water demand, progressively more and more dams are
constructed, and water is being taken off-the-streams. Combined with extensive
groundwater uptake, (India has one of the highest groundwater uses in any country),
these hydrological changes lead to streamflow depletion and water table lowering. In
particular, during the lean (dry) season there are increasing reductions and
depletions in the river flow. In extreme cases, some rivers fall completely dry during
parts of the lean season, which leads to local habitat loss and disrupted longitudinal
connectivity. Besides, dams and related effects can also disconnect links between
the river and groundwater (vertical fragmentation) and between the river and its
floodplains (horizontal fragmentation), adversely affecting the river ecosystem as
well as ecosystem services to humans, such as rich (inland) fisheries.
The consideration that certain environmental flows (e-flows) should remain in the
river for maintaining aquatic ecosystems gave rise to research and development on
e-flows assessments in India, which started about two decades ago. First e-flows
were mostly prescribed as percentages of dry season flows. Later, researchers and
practitioners not only used hydrological methods for e-flows determination but also
methods incorporating habitat requirements of aquatic species. Efforts have been
made to identify the flow related needs of indigenous species such as Golden
Mahseer, Gangetic Dolphin etc. to suggest the E-Flows. Yet, data on flow-ecology
relationships are still scarce.

Water is a key resource for the sustenance of life for humans, animals and plants
alike. Around the globe, the demand for water is increasing due to population growth,
rapid urbanization and industrialization. In this regard, rivers – one of the world’s most
essential sources of freshwater – and their ecosystems are under immense
pressures due to diversion and abstraction of waters for human uses. Indian rivers
are a critical natural resource, crucial for human well-being. The Ganga River, for
example, supports a population of almost 500 million people by providing a multitude
of domestic, agricultural, industrial, and power generation uses, and it also serves for
recreational, livelihood and spiritual purposes. River flows in India show a highly
skewed seasonal discharge pattern resulting from the influence of the monsoon
season. Most of the annual rainfall and about 80% of the total annual river runoff
occurs within the months of June to September.
In order to support an agrarian society, water resources development targeted the
storage and diversion of river flows from an early time onwards. In particular, the last
two centuries saw the construction of many irrigation dams throughout India,
contributing to the fact that India has one of the highest numbers of irrigation dams in
any country worldwide. Sixty per cent of India’s population directly depends upon
farming. Agriculture nowadays accounts for around 80% of the entire consumptive
water abstractions in India. Water is also routed to domestic and industrial uses.
Furthermore, water is diverted from rivers for hydropower generation (nonconsumptive use).

Environmental Flows in India
The need to ensure adequate water flows for the environment is increasingly advocated at the political level. In 2012, the Government of India recognized that 'water is essential for
sustenance of ecosystems, and therefore, minimum ecological needs should be given due consideration'. Also, the Ganga River Basin Management Plan (2011) and more recently, the
Ganga Notification of 2016 underline the need to assess and release e-flows for ecological purposes.
India and the European Union through the India-EU Water Partnership (IEWP) as well as the Indo-German Cooperation with its project 'Support to Ganga Rejuvenation' (SGR) endeavor
to encourage and promote cooperation in the water sector, which brings together representatives of relevant stakeholders, such as governmental institutions, businesses and the civil
society. Jointly, the partners seek to share the vast knowhow and experiences gained in Integrated River Basin Management initiatives and approaches in Europe and elsewhere, and to
support their application in the Indian context. As one of the topics, challenges in terms of management of water quality and quantity in Indian river basins are being tackled and it is
foreseen that successful implementation of optimum e-flows will contribute to successful issues of river basin management. Currently, a guidance document on the “Assessment of
Environmental Flows in India' is being developed as part of the IEWP Action Plan.
Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti emphasized on the need of engaging communities and
stakeholders while developing the polices related to determination of flows in river
and also mentioned about the Gazette notification issued by NMCG to ensure the
minimum flows in some stretches of river Ganga. Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG,
NMCG highlighted the close cooperation with Germany and Development of national
framework with appropriate methodologies to assess the e-flows being developed
under India-EU Water Partnership.
Over the two days of Technical sessions during the workshop, detail discussions and
deliberations were held on global context of e-flows and the Water Resources
Management and challenges in the e-flows. Governmental settings for assessments
and implementation of e-flows, legislative frameworks and multi-stakeholder
partnerships towards the solution were also deliberated. The technical session also
focused on the eco-hydrological linkages and the socio-economic aspects of e-flows
and on the tools to determine how much water rivers need. Experts from European
Union, United Kingdom, South Africa and Bhutan shared the success and challenges
faced while assessing and implementing the e-flows. Indian experts from various
quarters also shared their experiences of assessments in various rivers in India. The
Workshop was successfully conducted in close coordination with NMCG, CWC, WII and
CIFRI showcasing the way forward towards achieving the healthy and functional river
systems.

The two day workshop on E-Flows assessments
In order to advance the successful e-flow implementation in India, a two days
International Workshop was inaugurated by Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble
Jal Shakti Minister on 21st October, 2019 and released the first version Guidance
Document on ‘Environmental Flow Assessment in India: ‘Blending Indian and EU
Approaches’. The inauguration session was attended by Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary,
Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Ministry of Jal Shakti, Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG, Ms. Martina
Burkard, GIZ, Ms. Henriette Faergemann, First Counsellor, EU Delegation, Prof. Cate
Brown, University of the Western Cape, Mr. Piotr Parasiewicz, EU Expert, Mr. Stefan
Schmutz, University of Natural Resources and life Sciences, Vienna, Mr. A.K. Gosain,
IIT Delhi, Ms. Karma, Yangzom Dorji, Chhimi D Consulting, International Experts of
EU and officials from NMCG.
The first version of the guidance document is based on the lessons learnt from Indian
Pilot River Basins and the European Union and aims to develop a mechanism for
quantitatively assessing the benefits and impacts of e-flows on socio-economic and
river ecosystem services.
The Hon’ble Jal Shakti Minister speaking on the occasion appreciated the support
provided by the collaborative partners under the India-EU Water Partnership and
Indo-German Cooperation in bringing the best practices from European Union
towards sustainable management of water resources. Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary,

Shri Gajendre Singh Shekhawat, Hon’ble Minister of
Jal Shakti addressing the experts

The release of first guidance document on
‘Environmental Flow Assessment in India’
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The experts from various countries on eflow technologies
sharing their experiences during the technical sessions
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Chaired by HON'BLE PRIME MINISTER
Meeting at Kanpur - 14th December 2019
National Ganga Council

Glimpses from the National Ganga Council Meeting at Kanpur

National Ganga Council is the Apex Body for overall superintendence, direction, development and control of river Ganga and the entire River
basin for the protection, prevention, control and abetment of environmental pollution in River Ganga and its rejuvenation to its natural and
pristine condition and to ensure continuous adequate flow of water in the River Ganga. The National Ganga Council is chaired by Hon’ble Prime
Minister with the Union Ministers for Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation (Now Jal Shakti Ministry) as Vice
Chairman and includes the Union Ministers for Finance, Urban Development, Power, Rural Development, Drinking Water and Sanitation,
Shipping, Tourism, Vice Chairman Niti Ayog and Chief Ministers of five riparian States. The Secretary, Ministry (now Department) of Water
Resources River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation is also a member along with DG, NMCG as the member Secretary. The National Ganga
Council is also empowered to consult experts and expert organizations or institutions in the field of river rejuvenation, river ecology and river
management, hydrology, environmental engineering, social mobilization and other relevant fields. The National Ganga Council has been
constituted under the provision of notification dated 7th October, 2019 titled - River Ganga (Rejuvenation, Protection and Management)
authorities order 2016.

The Meeting of National Ganga Council
The First meeting of the National Ganga Council was chaired by the
Hon’ble Prime Minister of India on 14th December, 2019 in the
premises of Chandra Shekhar Azad Agriculture University in Kanpur
which is one of the important towns on the banks of river Ganga. The
meeting was also attended by the Union Ministers for Jal Shakti,
Environment and Climate Change, Agriculture, Rural Development,
Health and Family Welfare, Urban Affairs, Power, Tourism, Shipping,
Chief Ministers of Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand, Deputy Chief Minister
of Bihar, Vice Chairman of Niti Ayog, Secretaries of Department of
Drinking Water and Sanitation, Water Resources River Development
and Ganga Rejuvenation , Urban Affairs, Power, Agriculture, Tourism,
Chief Secretary of Uttar Pradesh along with other senior officials from
the Government of India and the States. The Director General, NMCG
conducted the meeting and also made power point presentation on
the progress of ‘Namami Gange’ programme during this meeting.
The First meeting of the Council was aimed to re-emphasize the
importance of ‘Ganga – Centric’ approach in all departments of the
concerned States as well as relevant Central Ministries.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister, reviewed the progress of work done and
deliberated on various aspects of cleaning river Ganga with a focus on
‘Swachhta’, ‘Aviralta’ and ‘Nirmalta’. He observed that Maa Ganga is
the holiest river on the sub-continent and its rejuvenation should
embody a shining example of cooperative federalism. The Hon’ble
Prime Minister said that rejuvenation of Ganga has been a long pending
challenge for the country. He noted that a lot had been accomplished
since the Government took up ‘Namami Gange’ in 2014 as a
comprehensive initiative integrating various government efforts and
activities with the aim of pollution abatement, conservation and
rejuvenation of Ganga; notable achievements being zero waste creation
by paper mills and reduction in pollution from tanneries; but much more
needs to be done.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister emphasized that an improvement
framework for Nirmal Ganga would require fullest cooperation from
the public at large and greater awareness through dissemination of
best practices from cities situated along the banks of national rivers.
Efficiency of District Ganga Committees should be improved in all
districts, in order to provide a effective framework for expeditious

Hon'ble Prime Minister being received by the Hon'ble Jal Shakti Minister,
Secretary- DoWR, RD&GR and DG, NMCG

implementation of plans.
The Hon’ble Prime Minister urged for a holistic thinking process
where ‘Namami Gange’ evolves to ‘Arth Ganga’ or a sustainable
development model with a focus on economic activities related to
Ganga. As part of this process, farmers should be encouraged to
engage in sustainable agriculture practices, including zero budget
farming, planting of fruit trees and building plant nurseries on the
banks of Ganga. Priority could be given to women Self Help Groups
and Ex-servicemen organizations for these programs. Such
practices, along with creation of infrastructure for water sports and
development of camp sites, cycling and walking tracks etc , would
help to tap the ‘hybrid’ tourism potential of the river basin area- for
purposes of religious as well as adventure tourism. The income
generated from encouraging eco-tourism and Ganga wildlife
conservation and cruise tourism etc. would help to generate
sustainable income streams for cleaning of Ganga.
For monitoring the work progress and activities from various
schemes and initiatives under Namami Gange and Arth Ganga, the
Hon’ble PM also gave directions for the setting up of a Digital
Dashboard where data from villages and urban bodies should be
monitored on a daily basis by Niti Ayog and Ministry of Jal Shakti. The
Hon’ble Prime Minister also said that like aspirational districts, all
districts bordering Ganga should be made a focus area for
monitoring efforts under Namami Gange.

Hon’ble Prime Minister Chairing the National Ganga Council Meeting at Kanpur

Hon'ble Prime Minister taking the boat ride with other Ministers on Ganga at Atal Ghat, Kanpur

Prior to the meeting, the Hon’ble Prime Minister on arrival at Chandra
Shekhar Azad University at Kanpur paid floral tributes to the
legendary freedom fighter Chandra Shekhar Azad and also visited an
exhibition of Namami Gange interventions and projects which was
set up by NMCG. The Hon’ble Prime Minister took keen interest in
various interventions displayed in the exhibition especially the
working models of Sewage Treatment Plants placed in the exhibition
area. Later in the day, Hon’ble Prime Minister visited Atal Ghat and
also inspected the successfully completed work of cleaning at
Sisamau Nala as well as tapping of all other Nalas which were earlier
draining into Ganga leading to stoppage of sewage going into Ganga
in that area.
Hon'ble Prime Minister at Atal Ghat, Kanpur
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Hon'ble Prime Minister at the tapped Sisamau Nala
Selfie point in Kanpur

mÙkjk[k.M jkT; esa uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe
if=dk

nsoHkwfe&mÙkjk[k.M
mÙkjk[k.M jkT; [kwclwjr igkMksa ,oa ufn;ksa dks lesVs çk—frd lEink dk /kuh gSA bl
txg dks ns[kus ds ckn LoxZ dk çR;{k vuqHko fd;k tk ldrk gSA tks yksx /kkfeZd
vkLFkk j[krs gSa] muds fy;s rks ;g txg LoxZ gh gS] ysfdu tks yksx ç—fr esa viuh
vkLFkk j[krs gSa] muds fy;s Hkh ;g LoxZ ls de ugh gSA nsoHkwfe mÙkjk[k.M nsorkvksa dk
ojnku gS blhfy, mÙkjk[k.M dks nsoHkwfe Hkh dgk tkrk gSA
mÙkjk[k.M ls gh bl ns'k dh çk.k js[kk eks{knkf;uh xaxk unh fudyrh gSA xaxk tks fd
_f"kds'k rd vfoHkkftr :i ls cgrh gS vkSj ftlesa fgUnw /keZ ds vuq;k;h lHkh yksx
_f"kds'k] gfj}kj bR;kfn esa vius fi=ksa dh vfLFk folZthr djrs gSaA mÙkjk[k.M ls gh
;equk] ljLorh] vyduUnk] HkkxhjFkh] dkyh xaxk vkSj dbZ ufn;k¡ fudyrh gSA ;gk¡
iap ç;kx fo".kqç;kx] lksuç;kx] d.kZç;kx] :æç;kx ,oa nsoç;kx fLFkr gS tgk¡ nks
ufn;k¡ dk laxe gksrk gSA
/kkfeZd jkT; mÙkjk[k.M esa xaxk ,oa bldh lgk;d ufn;ksa ds fdukjs uekfe xaxs
dk;ZØe ds vUrxZr dbZ ikou Luku ,oa eks{k ?kkVksa dk fuekZ.k th.kksZ)kj fd;k x;k gSA
;s oks ?kkV gSa tks ikSjkf.kd dky ls euq";ksa dks muds ikiksa ls eqä dj] thou thus dh ubZ fn'kk çnku djrs vk jgs gSaA bu ?kkVksa ls gksrh gqbZ xaxk
unh ds fnO; Li'kZ dk vuqHko ikus ds fy;s ns'k&fons'k ls J)kyq HkkSxksfyd lhek yka?k] f[kaps pys tkrs gSaA mÙkjk[k.M ds iap ç;kxksa esa i;ZVu
,oa /kkfeZd fygkt ls xaxk vius ifo= vk¡py ds lkFk Lo;a fojkteku gSaA

mÙkjk[k.M esa uekfe xaxs ds rgr Luku ,oa eks{k ?kkV dk C;kSjk
uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe ds vUrZxr mÙkjk[k.M jkT; esa dk;Znk;h laLFkkvksa flapkbZ foHkkx mÙkjk[k.M ,oa oSidkl fy0 }kjk dqy 20 Luku ?kkV ,oa
21 eks{k ?kkVks dks fodflr fd;k x;k gSA çR;sd ?kkV ,d fof'k"V mís'; dks iwjk djrk gS ,oa lHkh ?kkV LFkkuh; fgr /kkjdksa ds ijke'kZ ds ckn
gh fodflr fd;s x;s gSaA mÙkjk[k.M esa uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe ds rgr fodflr Luku ,oa eks{k ?kkVksa dk tuinokj fooj.k bl çdkj gS%&

u;k xaxk ?kkV] dhfrZ uxj] Vsgjh x<+oky

jkedqaM Luku ?kkV

Qwypêh Luku ?kkV
;s ?kkV ekuluw ds ekl
S e eas Hkh fofHkUu ty Lrjkas dks lek;kfstr djus ds fy;s dbZ Lrjkas ds lkFk cuk;s x;s gAaS lcls çfl) ?kkV uFSkkuh ?kkV] Jhuxj]
dnskj?kkV] mÙkjdk'kh] :æç;kx ?kkV] d.kçZ;kx lx
a e ?kkV peky
s h gS ftueas fgUnq ikjSkf.kd dFkkvkas dk lkj fey ldrk gAS
mÙkjk[k.M jkT; eas fodflr 21 'ke'kku ?kkV fo'k"sk :i ls fMtkbuZ fd;s x;s tks vkb0ZMCY;0wlh0 ¼Improved Wooden Crematoria½ ls ll
q fTtr g]S
ftlls ikjaifjd nkg lLadkj dh ry
q uk eas 40&50% rd ydMh+ dh cpr gkrsh gS ,oa blhfy;s bls i;koZj.k ds vud
q y
w Hkh ekuk tkrk gAS uekfe xx
a s dk;Ø
Z e
ds vUrxrZ fodflr fo'k"sk vkb-ZMCY;-wlh- dks vc LFkkuh; ykx
s ks us Hkh nkg lLadkj ds fy;s çkFkfedrk nusk vkjEHk dj fn;k gAS
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ds vUrxZr fufeZr Luku ,oa eks{k ?kkV
if=dk

nsoHkwfe ds Luku ,oa eks{k ?kkVksa ds dqN n`';

dksVs'oj egknso Luku ?kkV] :æç;kx

Luku ?kkV] #æç;kx

uSFkkuh Luku ,oa eks{k ?kkV] ikSM+h x<oky

iqjkuk xaxk ?kkV] dhfrZ uxj] Vsgjh x<+oky

laxe ?kkV & 'konkgx`g] :æç;kx

2 iqufuZfeZr Luku ?kkV] #æç;kx

p.Mh?kkV fjoj ÝaV ifj;kstuk ¼gfj}kj½
21 Qjojh 2019 dks rRdkyhu dsaæh; ty lalk/ku] unh fodkl ,oa xaxk laj{k.k ea=h }kjk uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe ds vUrxZr ufeZr egRokdka{kh
paMh?kkV fjoj ÝaV MsoyiesaV çkstsDV dk mn~?kkVu fd;k x;k] ftldk dk;Z fu/kkZfjr le;kof/k ls eghuksa iwoZ iwjk gqvk FkkA gfj}kj 'kgj esa # 69-18
djksM+ dh ykxr ls bl ifj;kstuk ds vUrxZr p.Mh?kkV {ks= esa gj dh ikSM+h ds ikj xaxk unh ds ck,a fdukjs ij 41]872 oxZ ehVj dk ?kkV fufeZr
fd;k x;k gSA Hkys gh /kkfeZd :i ls lcls egRoiw.kZ czãdqaM vkSj gj dh ikSM+h ds lkFk bldh dksbZ rqyuk ugha gS] ijUrq u;k ?kkV vius LFkku vkSj
çk—frd –'; ds lkFk yksxksa dks vkdf"kZr dj jgk gS vkSj çfrfnu cM+h la[;k esa rhFkZ;k=h vkSj i;ZVd p.Mh?kkV fjoj ÝUV vk jgs gSaA
p.Mh?kkV esa i;ZVdksa ds fy, lHkh vko';d lqfo/kk,a gSa tSls v‚fM;ks&fotqvy :e] Lekfjdk :e] dSQsVsfj;k] 3600 oxZ ehVj ikfdaZx] çR;sd Cy‚d esa
22 bdkbZ;ksa ds lkFk 'kkSpky; ds 03 Cy‚d] 70 ds-,y-Mh- {kerk dk vksojgsM VSad] ihus ds ikuh dh rhu bZdkbZ;ka] lkr psaftax :e vkSj Ng nqdkuss tks
vkxarqdksa dh cqfu;knh t:jr dks iwjk djsaxhA
rhFkZ;kf=;ksa ds fy, ?kkVksa ij 17 dSuksfi;k¡ ¼Nrfj;ka½ Hkh çnku dh xbZ gS ,oa 300 yksxksa dh {kerk dk iwtk ,oa çkFkZuk ds fy;s çkFkZuk g‚y Hkh fufeZr
fd;k x;k gSA J)kyqvksa dks vklkuh ls ty rd igqapus ds fy, ?kkVksa ij lhf<+;k¡ fufeZr dh xbZ gSa ,oa J)kyqvksa dh lqj{kk ds fy, LVhy jsfyax Hkh
çnku dh xbZ gSA 'kke dks fu;fer çdk'k O;oLFkk lqfuf'pr djus ds fy, dqy 18 gkbZ eLd ykbV vkSj 20 e/;e çdk'k iksy yxk, x, gSaA
p.Mh?kkV iqy ds mÙkj dh vksj Luku ?kkV ds vykok] iqy ds lkeus ,d 140 ehVj yack eks{k ?kkV ifjlj Hkh cuk;k x;k gSA fo'ks"k :i ls fMt+kbu
fd, x, 16 vkbZ-MCY;w-lh- p.Mh?kkV eks{k /kke ifjlj esa LFkkfir fd;s x;s gSa tgk¡ ,d lkFk 16 vafre laLdkj fd;s tk ldrs gSA Luku vkSj eks{k ?kkV
ifjlj ls mRiUu lhost ds mipkj ds fy, 25 ds-,y-Mh- dk lhost VªhVesaV IykaV Hkh LFkkfir fd;k x;k gSA fudVorhZ {ks= esa fo'ks"k :i ls dqaHk vkSj
v/kZdqaHk R;ksgkjksa ds fy, 'kkSpky; vkSj çdk'k O;oLFkk dk vfrfjä çko/kku gSA

p.Mh?kkV fjoj ÝaV LFky dh dqN >yfd;k¡
17

xaxk ds jkT;ksa esa vk;ks
if=dk

mÙkjk[kaM ls fjiksVZ
ª esyk tkSythch] fiFkkSjkx<+ esa uekfe xaxs LVky
vUrjkZ"Vh;
dk vk;kstu fnukad 14 uoEcj 2019 ls 21 uoEcj 2019 rd

jk"Vªh; LoPN xaxk fe'ku] ty 'kfä ea=ky;] Hkkjr ljdkj ds rRok/kku esa jkT; ifj;kstuk çcU/ku xqzi] uekfe xaxs mÙkjk[k.M us lhekUr tuin
fiFkkSjkx<+ ds Hkkjr&usiky lhek ij dkyh xaxk vkSj xkSjh xaxk ds laxe ij vk;ksftr gksus okys vUrZjk"Vªh; tkSythch esys esa vke tuekul dks ufn;ksa dh
LoPNrk ,oa laj{k.k ds çfr tkx:d fd;s tkus ds –f"Vxr LVky yxk;k vkSj tutkx:drk dk;ZØeksa dk vk;kstu fd;k x;kA
Hkkjr usiky lhek ij vk;ksftr gksus okyk vUrZjk"Vªh; tkSythch esyk lu~ 1871 ls 14 uoEcj dks vk;ksftr fd;k tk jgk gSA xkSjh&dkyh xaxk ds laxe ij
vk;ksftr esys esa yk[kksa dh la[;k esa esykFkhZ ;gka igqaprs gSaA bl o"kZ varjjk"Vªh; tkSythch ds 148osa esys dk mn~?kkVu ftyk vf/kdkjh M‚ fot; tksxM.kMs]
iqfyl vf/k{kd vkjlh jktxq#] vLdksV ds jktoa'k ifjokj ds jktk Hkkuqçrki] çsos{kd jkf'kn [kku] flfoy tt Jh jfoUæ feJk] esyk vf/kdkjh Jh vfuy
flag vkfn us fd;kA bl nkSjku lHkh vfrfFk;ksa us eap ij uekfe xaxs gLrk{kj vfHk;ku dk 'kqHkkjEHk fd;k vkSj xkSjh o dkyh xaxk ufn;ksa dh LoPNrk ,oa
laj{k.k ds çfr ladYi fy;kA blls iwoZ lHkh vfrfFk;ksa us uekfe xaxs LVky dk voyksdu dj ifj;kstuk dh tkudkjh yhA
uekfe xaxs ds dk;ZØe funs'kd Jh mn; jkt flag ds funsZ'kksa ds Øe esa 17 uoEcj dks esyk fnol uekfe xaxs dh Fkhe ij vk;ksftr fd;k x;kA bl nkSjku
miftyk vf/kdkjh /kkjpwyk Jh vfuy flag] flfoy tt Jh jfoUæ feJk vkfn tuçfrfuf/k;ksa us esyk ifjlj esa Ldwy ds Nk=&Nk=kvksa] iqfyl ds toku]
LdkmV xkbM] ,ulhlh ds dSMsV vkfn us esyk vf/kdkjh dh vxqokbZ es LoPNrk vfHk;ku pyk;k vkSj 'kiFk Hkh yhA
varjjk"Vªh; tkSythch esys ds NBosa fnu egkefge jkT;iky egksn;k Jherh csch jkuh eks;Z th us LFkkuh; tuçfrfuf/k;ksa] ftyk ç'kklfud vf/kdkfj;ksa ds
lkFk LV‚yksa dk voyksdu fd;kA bl nkSjku mUgksaus uekfe xaxs LV‚y ij igqap dj bldk voyksdu fd;k vkSj esys ds nkSjku pyk;s x, LoPNrk vfHk;ku
dh tkudkjh Hkh yhA egkefge ds le{k f'k'kq eafnj ds cPpksa us uekfe xaxs ds rgr LoPNrk lans'k ;qä uqDdM+& ukVd çLrqr fd;kA egkefge us uqDdM+ &
ukVd dh çLrqfr dh ljkguk dhAA mPp vf/kdkfj;ksa ds fn'kk funsZ'k ij uqDdM+ & ukVd Vhe ds cPpksa dks uekfe xaxs dh vksj ls Ldwy cSx iq#Ldkj Lo#i
flfoy tt Jh jfoUæ feJk th ds }kjk forfjr fd, x,A tkSythch esys ds nkSjku uekfe xaxs LVkWy ij Hkze.k djus vk;s esykfFkZ;ksa o LFkkuh; yksxksa us
dkyh xaxk o xkSjh xaxk ds laxe ij fxjus okys ukyksa dks VSi dj ,lVhih dk fuekZ.k fd;s tkus dh ekax j[kh gS ogha LFkkuh; tuçfrfuf/k;ksa us Hkh laxe ij
?kkV fuekZ.k dh ekax j[kh gSA esys esa uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe ds lQy lapkyu vkSj LVky ij jkT; ifj;kstuk çcU/ku xqzi ls lapkj fo'ks"kK iwju dkiM+h jgsaA

tkSythch esa vk;ksftr dk;ZØe dh >yfd;k¡
vkS|ksfxd fodkl ,oa lkaLd`frd xkSpj esyk] peksyh esa uekfe xaxs LVky dk vk;kstu
tuin peksyh esa vk;ksftr gksus okys lkaL—fr egRo dk xkSpj esys dk Hkh 'kqHkkjEHk fd;k x;k gSA 14 uoEcj 2019 ls xkSpj esys dk 'kqHkkjEHk 69 osa
vkS|ksfxd fodkl ,oa lkaL—frd xkSpj esyk&2019 dk mn~?kkVu ekå eq[;ea=h] mÙkjk[k.M }kjk fnukad 14 uoEcj] 2019 dks fd;k x;kA esykfFkZ;ksa
}kjk uekfe xaxs ,oa Loty ifj;kstuk }kjk LFkkfir LV‚y dk Hkze.k fd;kA ,d lIrkg rd pys xkSpj esys ds nkSjku uekfe xaxs LVky ij esykfFkZ;ksa
ds vfrfjä Ldwy ds Nk=&Nk=kvksa vkfn us Hkh Hkze.k fd;kA bl nkSjku mUgsa ifj;kstuk ds fo"k; ij foLr`r tkudkjh miyC/k djk;h x;h ogha
esykfFkZ;ksa dks xaxk unh dh LoPNrk ,oa laj{k.k ds çfr tkx:d fd;s tkus ds –f"Vxr mUgsa flaxy ;wt IykfLVd çfrcfU/kr fd;s tkus dsk ysdj
diM+s ds FkSys Hkh forfjr fd;s x;sA uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe ds lQy lapkyu vkSj LVky ij jkT; ifj;kstuk çcU/ku xqzi ls lekftd çcU/ku fo'ks"kK
MkW- iwju pUæ tks'kh jgsaA

peksyh esa xkspj esys esa uekfe xaxs LVkWy ds fp=
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ftr fofo/k xfrfof/k;k¡
if=dk

mÙkj çns'k dh ifj;kstukvksa ij fjiksVZ
14-12-2019 dks vVy ?kkV] dkuiqj esa vk;ksftr jk"Vh;
ª xaxk ifj"kn dh izFke
cSBd ds nkSjku LVsV fe'ku QkWj Dyhu xaxk }kjk yxkbZ xbZ izn'kZuh

LVVs fe'ku Q‚j Dyhu xx
a k] mÙkj çn'sk }kjk dkuijq eas yxkbZ xbZ çn'kuZh us i.wkZ gks pd
q h vkjS py jgh egRoi.wkZ ifj;kt
s ukvkas dks çnf'krZ fd;kA oreZku e]as
LVVs fe'ku Q‚j Dyhu xx
a k] mÙkj çn'sk eas 45 ifj;kt
s ukvkas dks ykxw dj jgk gAS bu 45 ifj;kt
s ukvkas eas ls 13 ifj;kt
s uk,¡ ijwh gks pd
q h g]aS 21 ifj;kt
s uk,¡
fØ;kfUor dh tk jgh gaS vkjS 11 ifj;kt
s uk,¡ fufonk çfØ;k eas g]aS ftleas 5 ifj;kt
s ukvkas ds ekp]Z 2020 rd ijwh gks tkus dh lHakkouk gAS Hkkjr ljdkj
¼,u,elhth½ }kjk Loh—r fd, x, 94 ?kkVkas vkjS 14 'konkgxg`kas eas ls 75 ?kkV bv
Z kb,Zy }kjk i.wkZ fd, tk pd
q s gaS rFkk 'k"sk 19 ?kkVkas vkjS 6 'konkgxg`kas dk dk;Z
fuek.Zkk/khu gAS ,u,elhth }kjk pkj 'kgjkas ¼ç;kxjkt] dkuijq] fcBjw] eFkjqk&ona`kou½ ds ?kkVkas dh lQkbZ ds fy, pkj ifj;kt
s ukvkas dks et
a jwh nh xbZ gAS LVVs
fe'ku Q‚j Dyhu xx
a k] mÙkj çn'sk }kjk i.wkZ fd;s x;s uekfe xx
a s dk;Ø
Z e ds rgr ifj;kt
s ukvkas ds dN
q fp= %
igys

igys

igys
vc

vc

ijer ukyk] dkuiqj
igys

vc

vc

xqIrj?kkV] Hkxornkl?kkV ukyk] dkuiqj flVh

igys

igys

vc

vc

fllkem ukyk vkj,lih,p] dkuiqj

ijfe;k ukyk] dkuiqj

50 ,e,yMh {kerk dk ,lVhih] uqek;kngh] ç;kxjkt

E;ksj fey ukyk] dkuiqj

6 ,e,yMh {kerk dk ,lVhih] x<+eqäsÜoj

fllkem ukyk vkj,lih,p] dkuiqj

140 ,e,yMh {kerk dk ,lVhih] nhukiqj] okjk.klh

>kj[kaM esa vk;ksftr dk;Zdzeksa ij fjiksVZ
>kj[kaM esa uekfe xaxs dk;ZØe ds varxZr nks 'kgj vkrs gSa% lkfgcxat vkSj jktegyA lkfgcxat E;wfufliy osLV o‚Vj lcç‚tsDV dk;ZØe ds rgr]
7 ,e,yMh vkSj 5 ,e,yMh ds nks ,lVhih rFkk 55 fdeh lhojst usVodZ dk fuekZ.k fd;k x;k gS tcfd gkml gksYM dusD'ku fuekZ.kk/khu gSA
jktegy E;wfufliy osLV o‚Vj lcç‚tsDV dk;ZØe ds rgr] 3-5 ,e,yMh {kerk dk ,d ,lVhih vkSj yxHkx 34-21 fdeh lhojst usVodZ
fuekZ.kk/khu gSaA
dE;wfuds'ku ,saM ifCyd vkmVjhp ds varxZr lkfgcxat vkSj jktegy esa vDVwcj ls fnlacj 2019 ds nkSjku dbZ xfrfof/k;k¡ vk;ksftr dh xbZaA

jktegy ,oa lkfgcxat dh ifj;kstukvksa ,oa dk;ZØeksa ds fp=
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Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, Director General, NMCG attended a
programme 'Diwali Pahat' organized by Delhi-Marathi Pratishthan at
India Gate lawns on 5th October, 2019. On this occasion, the noted
singer Shri Suresh Wadkar and his team enthralled one and all by live
musical performances. NMCG being one of the sponsor of the event also
set-up a Clean Ganga Fund desk.

Shri Mohan S. Rao, an Environmental Design Landscape Architecture
Professor delivered a talk on Water and Urban Development at NMCG on
1st November 2019 on the occasion of 'World Cities Day'. Shri Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, Director General, NMCG speaking at the occasion emphasized on
the need for responsible Urban planning in the cities along Ganga.

Shri Himanshu Kulkarni, founder Executive Director Advanced Center for
Water Resources Development and Managing Institute, Pune delivered a talk
on ground water management and governance in India during the 9th Water
Talk organized by National Water Mission on 2nd November, 2019 which
was attended by various experts from different walks of life and also by
officers of NMCG.

Shri Sisir Kumar Ratho, Deputy Director General, NMCG delivered a key note
address at International Conference on Wetland and Migratory Water Birds
of the Asian Flyways at Lonavala, Maharashtra on 25th November, 2019.
DDG emphasized on integrating management of wetlands and their
importance from Hydrological, Ecological and Socio-economic point of
view.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG delivered a key note addressed during
National Workshop on 'WASH Future: Subsidiary for Service delivery' on
14th December,2019 which was organized by The Center for Policy
Research in partnership with UNICEF and Water Aid. Research reports were
also released on water and sanitation during the workshop.

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon'ble Minister Jal Shakti and Shri Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG on the occasion of unveiling of film titled 'Shikhar se
Pukar' based on the journey of Shri Ravindar Kumar who climbed mount
Everest and unfurled the Namami Gange Flag on the top of the Everest on 23rd
May 2019. Shri Ravindar Kumar also shared his experiences on climbing
Everest.

A brainstorming workshop was conducted under the NMCG – NIUAs project
'Addressing Urban Drivers of River Health' in Ganga River Basin on 6th
November, 2019. During this workshop, experts from various reputed
organizations discussed different possible interventions for urban river
health. Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG speaking on the occasion said
“We cannot consider rivers merely as resources. A river needs to be
protected and rejuvenated to ensure the sustenance of the river itself as well
as the aquatic biodiversity dependent on it”.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG addressed participants on the
occasion of India River Day on 24th November 2019. The theme of the event
was 'Envisioning Institutional Framework for River Governance of India'.
Shri Mustaqueem from Shamli district of Uttar Pradesh was awarded the
Bhagirath Prayas Samman for 2019 for his relentless work for the
rejuvenation of the Katha River, one of the tributaries of River Yamuna.
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Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG inaugurated the International
Conference on Integrated Rural Urban Water Management for climate
Based Adaptations in India's cites. This event was organized on 20th
November, 2019 in New Delhi by IDRC, CRDI, Canada & Indian Institute of
Technology, Madras.

Team NMCG led by Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG and Shri G. Ashok
Kumar, Executive Director(Projects),NMCG met a delegation of journalist
from various European countries with a view to familiarizing them on the
intervention taken up under Namami Gange Programme for wholesome
rejuvenation of river Ganga.

Shri D.P. Mathuria, Executive Director(Technical), NMCG chaired a plenary
session of panel discussion at the Geo Smart India conference on the topic
'Vision New India' at Hyderabad during 3rd to 5th December, 2019.

Shri Rajiv Ranjan Mishra, DG, NMCG and Shri Sisir Kumar Ratho, DDG,
NMCG held strategic discussion on river Basin Planning and Management
Cycle organized by GIZ in New Delhi on 2nd December, 2019. The aim of this
strategic discussing was to develop a common understanding on
importance of River Management Cycle.

DG, NMCG gave a one key note address & spoke about important issues
related to River management & need to integrate water & river in the Urban
planning on 20th November, 2019 in New Delhi. The conference was
inaugurated by DG, NMCG, Shri Emani Kumar, Deputy Secretary General –
ICLEI South Asia, Shri Umakant Pandey, India Country Director, Atheva
infamies & Shri Hitesh Vaidya, Director NIUA.

An agreement was signed between the National Mission for Clean Ganga
(NMCG), Ministry of Urban Development, Bihar and DK Sewage Project
Private Limited (M/s VA Tech Wabag Special Purpose Vehicle) for the DighaKankarbagh projects under the Hybrid Annuity model. This agreement was
signed by Mr. G. Asok Kumar, Executive Director(Projects) NMCG, Mr.
Anand Kishore Principal Secretary, Bihar and Mr. Swadhin Samantray on
behalf of DK Private Project Limited.

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat Hon'ble Minister, Jal Shakti, Shri Rajiv
Ranjan Mishra, Director General NMCG at 'Ganga Avtaran' organized by
Divya Prem Seva Mission & NMCG on 16/11/2019. Smt. Hema Malini
Hon'ble M.P. and renowned dance artist mesmerized one and all by her
portrayal of Ganga. The program depicted the re-enactment of the story of
how Ganga came to Earth and got polluted. NMCG also placed a stall at the
event highlighting Clean Ganga Fund.

Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Hon'ble Jal Shakti Minister, Smt. Sunita
Qualous, Business Head, ET Edge and Mrs. Namrata Rana, Director Strategy
and Brand Futurescape unveiled the responsible business ranking index
2019 at the Global Edition of Economic Times SDGs 2019. Shri Rajiv Ranjan
Mishra, Director General, NMCG delivered a key note address during the
Economic Times SDGs Summit and explained how Namami Gange Mission
is contributing towards global SDGs commitments.
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At Sonepur Mela, Bihar
Sonepur Mela is known as largest cattle fair in Asia. The origins of the fair can
be traced back to the reign of Indian king Chandragupta Maurya who used to
buy elephants and horses across the Ganges. Many traders from Central Asia
would gather to take part as per historical records. Back then, Sonepur was
merely a religious site and the fair used to be held at Hajipur. Only the puja was
performed in the Hariharnath Temple in Sonepur. However, this changed under
the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb, and Sonepur has been the venue of the fair
ever since. The temple of Hariharnath is believed to have been built by Lord
Rama himself while he was on route to King Janak's court to ask for his
daughter Sita's hand in marriage.

Sonepur Mela-An Ancient Vedic Age Fair in Bihar

Puja is offered at the Harihar Nath temple, since it is the guardian shrine of the
place, and the mythology of the fair is linked to it. Devotees take a dip in the
waters where Gandak River and the Ganges meet, to seek blessings and purify
themselves. Several competitions, such as animal race, are also organized.
The Mela used to attract traders from places as distant as Central Asia.

The Sonepur Cattle Fair is one of the largest fairs of animals in Asia that takes place annually in the Vaishali district of Bihar. Situated on the bank of the river Gandak,
the city of Sonepur holds the annual livestock fair, commonly known as 'Sonepur Mela'. Though famous as a cattle fair, Sonepur Mela has a common proverb to its
name which goes as: One can buy everything in Sonepur Mela, from a needle to an elephant. The saying, however, does not hold good any longer, for the sale and
purchase of elephants has been declared illegal since 2004, after the implementation of the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972. However, the Sonepur Mela still has
much to offer to its visitors, who come from all across the country as well as abroad, from handicraft stores to trade of dogs, buffaloes and donkies. The Mela
stretches from 15 days to a month. Major attraction of the fair these days are dancers. People throng the Mela area in the evening to see these dancers perform all
sorts of dance.
Together with buying and selling of animals like cattle, dogs, cats, birds, camels and other
items such as edibles, clothes, agricultural tools, handicrafts, and furniture are also found
in the stalls. Though sale and purchase of elephants have been banned, yet some of the
owners bring them to the fair to flaunt them. Elephants are an essential part of the Sonepur
Mela, as the belief goes behind bringing them for the show. Apart from buying and selling of
the animals, many events such as Magic shows, Merry-go-rounds, and Tantric practices
can also be found in action.

Sonepur Mela 2019

As the sun sets over Sonepur, a fresh enthusiasm sparks up Mela's charm. Adults, as well
as youngsters, gather to see what is termed as 'Theatre'. The girls dance to Bhojpuri music
attracting large numbers of people for these shows. The number of these 'theatres' is more
than one in the fair at night. Beginning at sundown, the shows are at their peak after
midnight.

National Mission for Clean Ganga at Sonepur Mela, 2019
The National Mission for Clean Ganga participated in the Sonepur Mela 2019 and put up a vibrant pavilion showcasing the interventions and efforts being made for
rejuvenation of river Ganga and its tributaries. The various panels depicting the projects and facts and figures on Ganga attracted a large number of visitors who took keen
interest in going through the interventions, learning not only about river Ganga but also projects being taken up for the wholesome rejuvenation of river Ganga. The
NMCG pavilion at the Sonepur Mela was inaugurated by Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Department of Water Resources, River Development and Ganga Rejuvenation,
Jal Shakti Ministry on 12th November, 2019 along with officials of NMCG and State administration. Being one of the largest gathering in the State of Bihar, NMCG
positioned its efforts amongst large number of visitors with a the view to conveying to them the need for keeping river Ganga clean and also to elicit their
participation in rejuvenating the holy river Ganga and its tributaries.
The exhibition which started from 12th November exhibited various interventions under Namami Gange programme and appealed to the locals, visitors and communities
living along the banks of the river to join hands for cleaning the holy river. The exhibition received considerable public support.

Shri U.P. Singh, Secretary, Department of WR, RD & GR, Jal Shakti Ministry inaugurating the Namami Gange Pavilion
at the Sonepur Mela on 12th November 2019
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The India Geospatial Leadership Award 2019
Ganga has been a cradle of human civilization since time immemorial.
Millions depend on this great river for physical and spiritual
sustenance. Leading transformative initiatives in water sector, NMCG
has been recognized as India's leading initiative in using geospatial
technologies towards their river cleaning work, regulating the
proposed protected and regulatory zone along the banks of river and
monitoring pollution sources. The organisation is also using cutting
edge technologies like LiDAR to attain high resolution maps and data
for the entire Ganga river basin. NMCG has built key platforms and
solutions needed to support a robust Resources Management
System. Initiating leading technologies and related engineering, NMCG
managed to enhance the capabilities of the Indian people in responding
proactively and efficiently to water scarcity situations and is constantly
striving to enhance the water quality of River Ganga. Sh. D.P. Mathuria
ED(T), NMCG, chaired the plenary session panel discussion at the
Geo Smart India Conference, on the topic ‘Vision New India’ held
during 3rd to 5th December, 2019. Sh. Peeyush Gupta, ARTIS, NMCG
delivered keynote address and participated in panel discussion on
River Rejuvenation under topic Geo Smart Water.

Keynote Address & Panel Dissuasion
on Geo Smart Water participated
by Shri Peeyus Gupta, ARTIS, NMCG

Receiving The India Geospatial
Leadership Award 2019

“The India Geospatial Leadership Award 2019”
on “Leadership in Rejuvenation and
Protection of Fresh Water Systems in India”

Best Stall Award (2nd) in the 19th India National
Cartographic Association (INCA) International Congress
NMCG actively participated in the 39th Indian National Cartographic
Association (INCA) International Congress on New Age
Cartography and Geospatial Technology in Digital India from 18th to
20th December at Dehradun. The Conference was organized by
Survey of India. NMCG officials received “Best stall award
(Second)” by Major General Girish Kumar, VSM, Surveyor General,
Survey of India. A large number of people visited the Namami Gange
Pavilion. Clean Ganga Fund advertise was also published in
souvenir of the conference.

Shri Peeyush Gupta, ARTIS & Shri Sravan Kota, RO, NMCG received
“Best stall award (Second)” by Major General Girish Kumar,
VSM, Surveyor General, Survey of India.

Special Session on Jal Shakti - Harnessing Water resources potential of India workshop of National Symposium at Shillong
A talk was delivered on 'Geospatial technology: An aid to Ganga Rejuvenation' during the special session on 'Jal Shakti - Harnessing Water
resources potential of India' of the National Symposium on 'Innovations in Geospatial Technology for Sustainable Development with Special
Emphasis on NER' during November 20-22, 2019 at Shillong along with Annual Convention of Indian Society of Geomatics (ISG) and Indian
Society of Remote Sensing (ISRS). North Eastern Space Applications Centre (NESAC) and North Eastern Hill University (NEHU) organized the
symposium, which was attended by Shri Peeyush Gupta ARTIS, NMCG.

Shri Peeyush Gupta, ARTIS, NMCG delivered Keynote address on 'Geospatial Technology': An aid to Ganga Rejuvenation 'Innovations in Geospatial Technology for
Sustainable Development with Special Emphasis on NER' during November 20-22, 2019 in Shillong
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4th

INDIA WATER IMPACT SUMMIT 2019
5th to 7th December, 2019

NMCG

India Water Impact Summit-2019

SUMMIT HIGHLIGHTS

The Hon'ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, Shri Ratan Lal Kataria, Hon'ble
Minister of State Jal Shakti, Shri Sanjay Kumar Jha, Minister, Water Resources, Bihar, Shri UP Singh,
Secretary, Ministry of Jal Shakti, Director General of National Mission for Clean Ganga, Shri Rajeev
Ranjan Mishra, Head of cGanga, Professor Vinod Tare and Deputy Director General of NMCG, Shri
Shishir Kumar Ratho were present at the three day 4th India Water Impact Summit 2019 held at
Vigyan Bhawan, Delhi. More than 1000 domestic and international delegates from 15 countries
participated, in addition to representatives from the Central, State and Municipal Governments.
India takes the lead on global water stewardship inviting the world to join and use its river basins as a
natural laboratory for both increasing our understanding on water issues as well as solve the major
water stress related challenges that humanity is facing.
The Hon'ble Jal Shakti Minister launched a report on International Cooperation on water during the
inauguration ceremony. India is not only partnering with nations to bring new solutions but also
down-streaming these solutions to other nation such as those in the African continent.
The Hon'ble Jal Shakti Minister also launched a concise guide on River restoration and
conservation. The report captures the work of experts who are now creating a new paradigm of
establishing base level river organisations, so that the Namami Gange programme spreads rapidly
taking a bottom up approach. The need is to solve the pollution problem at its source, which is the
base level tributaries.
Using this paradigm, the programme is embarking on a new initiative of rejuvenating small rivers
and drains. 5 drains have been selected for this initiative. These are: Najafgarh in Delhi, Assi in
Varanasi, Sisamau in Kanpur, Kahn in Indore and Jojri in Jodhpur.
Knowledge Hubs have been setup by c-Ganga on the following:
a. Data and information that will harmonise all disparate data sets and interconnect various data
repositories.
b. Circular economy– that will lead on creating a framework for valuing water and encourage reuse.
c. Water finance– that will develop a range of innovative financial instruments.
The Environment Technology Verification (ETV) framework has been activated to bring in novel
technologies and innovations. 15 solutions have been selected out of 200 in a range of segments
such as space remote sensing, flood modelling, containerized waste water treatment plants,
efficient agricultural water technologies, waste and sludge management.
The fourth India Water Impact Summit provided an opportunity to showcase new technological,
innovation research, policy framework and investment models created around the world and within
India, along with multi-country dialogues for strengthening India and international cooperation in the
water sector. The Summit also provided a platform for civil society and leaders to join scientists,
engineering, industry, finance and government representatives in brain storming on critical issues
in the River restoration and conservation in water sector.

1. Spotlight on Integrated Water Resource
Management with special emphasis on Ganga
basin.
2. A Platform to bring all stakeholders together to
discuss, debate and develop model solutions for
some of the biggest water related problems and
sustainable management in India.
3. The Summit showcased new technological
innovations, research, policy frameworks and
investment models from around the world and
from within India.
4. Multi-country dialogue to strengthen India’s
international collaborations in the Water sector.
5. Platform for civil society and faith leaders to
engage with scientific, engineering, industry,
finance and Government representatives.
6. Summit ran 5 parallel tracks to discuss over 25
topics in depth:
•Science, Technology and Policy for
implementing Integrated Water Resource
Management in Urban and Rural Settings,
understanding from emphasis on impacts as
seen in Ganga basin
•Financing High Impact Water Projects
•Showcasing technology and innovation in
water
•Water in Smart Cities
•Water in Rural Areas
9. Over 1000 domestic and international
participants from nearly 15 countries.
10. More than 500 Central, State and Municipal
Government representatives.

Glimpses from the 4th India Water Impact Summit-2019
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MAJOR TRIBUTARIES OF GANGA BASIN

S.No

River

Length
(Km)

1

Yamuna

1376

2

Ghaghara
(Sarju)

1080

3

Chambal

960

4

Gomti

940

5

Betwa

789

6

Sone

780

7

Damodar

575

8

Ramganga

542

9

Kali

350

10

Mahananda

268

11

Hooghly

260

12

Gandak

255

• Basin Extent of Ganga Basin-Longitude & Latitude: (73°2´ to 89°5 ´E)
& (21°6 ´ to 31°21 ´ N)
• States Covered in basin: Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh, Delhi, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Bihar,
Jharkhand, Chhatisgarh, West Bengal
• Number of watershed: 980
• Number of water resource structure: Dam-784, Barrage-66
• Districts located on Ganga mainstem: 52
• Number of villages along Ganga: 4465
• Total Length of Ganga River: 2525 Km
• Uttarakhand: 450 Km
• Uttar Pradesh: 1000 Km
• Sharing length (UP & BH): 110 Km
• Bihar: 405 Km
• Jharkhand: 40 Km
• West Bengal: 520 Km
• Catchment Area: 8,61,404 Sq Km
• Ganga Basin covers 27 % of India’s total geographical area of India
• India’s 47% population (625 million people) resides in Ganga Basin
• Contributes 25% of India's water resources
• 520 persons/Sq Km population density highest among all river basins
in the world
• Habitat for rich biodiversity: 140 fish species, 5 endangered species
including Gangetic dolphin & Royal Bengal Tiger, 2 Biosphere
reserves: Nanda Devi & Sunderbans National Park (Largest Mangrove
Forest)
• Major part of basin in Indian territory is covered with agricultural
land accounting to 65.57% of the total area and 3.47% of the basin is
covered by water bodies.
• With 35.5% of the total water input in terms of precipitation, and
covering only 27% of India’s geographical area, Ganga River Basin is
the second most water stressed basin having 39% of average per
capita annual rainwater input amongst major Indian River Basins,
next to the Sabarmati Basin.
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Indian Peacock Softshell Turtle
Indian peacock softshell turtle (Nilssonia hurum) occurs in the rivers of India, Bangladesh, Nepal and Pakistan. In the Ganga River,
the species occurs in the middle and lower stretches.
The species has a large head, dark olive green to nearly black oval carapace and downturned snout. It reaches a carapace length of
60 cm.
It inhabits rivers, streams, lakes and ponds with mud or sand bottoms. It breeds during August to November. N. hurum nests in
islands and silty river banks with a clutch size of 20–30. Eggs hatch during June-July. The species is omnivorous and a carrion feeder.
It controls fish population and maintains the water quality by scavenging on carcass and detritus. The species is exploited for meat,
eggs and in illegal trade.

VERNACULAR
NAME

SCIENTIFIC
NAME

OCCURRENCE

INDIAN WILD
LIFE
(PROTECTION)
ACT, 1972
Schedule I

IUCN RED LIST

Ganga and Indus
river systems

Kathawa, Dhum
kachhim

Nilssonia Hurum

BIOGEOGRAPHIC
PROVINCES
Upper & Lower
Gangetic Plains
(7A & 7B)
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Vulnerable

IMPORTANT AREAS
ALONG THE GANGA RIVER
Bijnor to Narora,
Kannauj to Kanpur,
Allahabad to Varanasi,
Baharampur to
Barrackpore

OUR PARTNERS

SERIES-13

NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF URBAN AFFAIRS
NIUA is an autonomous body under the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs, India (www.niua.org) whose prime mandate is to promote
integrated solutions for urban India. NIUA has been closely associated with several urban missions launched by the Ministry. Notable
examples are the Smart Cities Mission (visit https://smartnet.niua.org/ for particulars of NIUA’s role in the Mission); Swachh Bharat MissionUrban (visit https://sbm.niua.org/ for an overview of the capacity building activities carried out by NIUA for the Mission); Heritage City
Development and Augmentation Yojana, HRIDAY (visit https://www.hridayindia.in/ for more details); and Atal Mission for Rejuvenation and
Urban Transformation, AMRUT (NIUA is a member of the national apex committee to supervise the Mission), among others. In addition to its
association with national missions, NIUA has also worked extensively with leading international development agencies such as the Asian
Development Bank; Bernard van Leer Foundation; Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation; European Commission; GIZ; Global Green Growth
Institute (GGGI); Rockefeller Foundation; Swiss Development Corporation; United Nations Environment Programme (UN Environment);
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP); United States Agency for International Development(USAID) among others. In 2017,
NIUA was engaged by the Delhi Development Authority (DDA) to provide strategic technical support for the development of the Master Plan
for Delhi 2041.
In March 2019, the NIUA and NMCG began a project that aimed to promulgate sustainable urban development in river cites that makes
judicious use of vital natural riverine resources. The project aims to demonstrate that maintaining healthy rivers in the Ganga River Basin is
crucial to enhance liveability in urban areas of the basin. One of the main objectives of the project is to support the cities in the basin in
developing a river-centric plan (a.k.a. Urban River Management Plan, URMP) that holistically integrates the river-related aspects into the
long-term vision for the city. The other objectives include developing a strategy document for mainstreaming river thinking into a city’s
Master Plan; and organizing a series of capacity building programmes on various aspects of urban river management.
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